


“In this world you will have trouble”

“You will be persecuted”

“You will be hated because you follow me

John 16:33; Matthew 24:9, 10:22 
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It does not say in verse 2 that the LORD is 
like a forest fire, or like an incinerator's 
fire. It says that He is like a refiner's fire. 

A forest fire destroys indiscriminately. An 
incinerator consumes completely. But 
verse 6 says, "I the LORD do not change; 
therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed—you are not destroyed."



But it does say, he is like a REFINER'S fire, 
and therefore this is not merely a word of 
warning, but a tremendous word of 
hope. 

The furnace of affliction in the family of 
God is always for refinement, never for 
destruction.



God will have no alloys, no dross, in 
heaven. There will be people in Heaven, 
redeemed, purified, people. His banquet 
hall will be full. And therefore he must be 
a refiner's fire. 

If God were only a forest fire, heaven 
would be empty. If he were only an 
incinerating fire, heaven would be empty. 
And if he were no fire, heaven would be 
empty.





3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of 
silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And 
purge them as gold and silver, That they 

may offer to the LORD An offering in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasant to the Lord.



3 Who may ascend into the hill of the 
LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place? 

4 He who has clean hands and a pure 
heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an 

idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall 
receive blessing from the LORD, 
And righteousness from the God 

of his salvation. 





6 "For I am the LORD, I do not change; 
Therefore you are not consumed, 

O sons of Jacob. 









5 And I will come near you for judgment; 
I will be a swift witness Against sorcerers, 

Against adulterers, Against perjurers, 
Against those who exploit wage earners 
and widows and orphans, And against 

those who turn away an alien–
Because they do not fear Me, 

Says the LORD of hosts. 



PSALM 15:1-5

PSALM 24:3-5



1 "For behold, the day is coming, Burning 
like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all 

who do wickedly will be stubble. And the 
day which is coming shall burn them up," 
Says the LORD of hosts, "That will leave 

them neither root nor branch. 



8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have 
their part in the lake which burns with fire 

and brimstone, which is the second death." 



12 All things are lawful for me, but all 
things are not helpful. All things are lawful 
for me, but I will not be brought under the 

power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach 
and the stomach for foods, but God will 

destroy both it and them. Now the body is
not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. 



14 And God both raised up the Lord and 
will also raise us up by His power. 

15 Do you not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I then take the 

members of Christ and make them
members of a harlot? Certainly not! 

16 Or do you not know that he who is 
joined to a harlot is one body with her?

For "the two," He says, "shall become one 
flesh."



17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one 
spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. 
Every sin that a man does is outside the 

body, but he who commits sexual 
immorality sins against his own body. 

19 Or do you not know that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and you 
are not your own? 



20 For you were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body and in 

your spirit, which are God's. 









Isaiah 1:20 (NKJV) 
20 But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be 

devoured by the sword"; For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken. 


